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Johnson Creek Fish Passage Barrier Assessment is Now Complete 
Removing barrier culverts will open tributaries to juvenile trout and salmon 
 
Over this past year, JCWC has conducted an in-depth assessment of 
fish passage at culverts, stream crossings, and ponds throughout the 
Johnson Creek Watershed.  In all, 410 potential barriers were identi-
fied in the 54 square mile watershed. Unfortunately, 71% of the sur-
veyed structures were found to be barriers to juvenile fish passage.  
 
After completing the assessment, a prioritization was conducted by 
calculating potential trout and salmon rearing habitat upstream of each 
identified barrier and running it through an optimization model called 
APASS (Anadromous Passage Assessment Tool). Several top-ranked 
barriers (nearly all of the top-ranked ones were public) are now on the 
docket for removal next summer.  
 
JCWC will be helping to remove five fish passage barriers next sum-
mer, 2015 – three on North Fork Johnson Creek and one on Badger 
Creek. Two of these are under the Springwater Trail and three are lo-
cated at the East Multnomah SWCD’s Incubator Farm property. Sim-
ultaneously, we will be coordinating designs, funding, and educational 
opportunities while working towards removal of additional barriers with private landowners on Sunshine and 
Mitchell Creeks for summer, 2016. Amy Lodholz, amy@jcwc.org, 502-652-7477.  

Tualatin River Watershed Stream and Fish Abundance Surveys  
 

Data will be collected on selected streams to learn which areas 
juvenile salmon fish use during the summer. Through a partner-
ship of Bio-Surveys, LLC, Clean Water Services, Tualatin Basin 
landowners and Tualatin River Watershed Council, streams will 
be surveyed in in Gales Creek, East Fork Dairy Creek, upper 
Rock Creek, McFee Creek and Chicken Creek watersheds. Data is 
being collected to improve our understanding of how salmon use 
these watersheds for spawning, rearing and summer refuge. It will 
help Tualatin River Watershed Council and our partners prepare 
knowledgeable restoration plans and wisely use restoration dollars 
that will aid Coho salmon, steelhead and cutthroat trout in the 
Tualatin basin.    
 
This method of collecting information is called a rapid bio-assessment (RBA). As the surveyors progress up 
each main stem stream and its tributaries, they snorkel every fifth pool and count the number of each salmon 
species observed as well as note the habitat. The survey continues from the mouth of each stream to a point 
where at least two consecutive surveyed units (a span of 10 pools) contain no juvenile steelhead trout or Coho 
salmon. Results from the 2013 Tualatin Basin RBA surveys can be found at http://trwc.org/tualatin-basin-info/
environmental-reports/tualatin-river-rapid-bio-assessment-summer-2013/. April Olbrich, trwc@trwc.org,  
503-846-4810. 
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Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Million Plant March 
 
Since 2004, the Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District has restored over one million native plants to 
streamside buffers on 59 properties throughout Washington County. This restoration of over 35 miles of 
stream corridor to shade and cool stream water while improving water quality and fish habitat combines fund-
ing and effort from local partners like Clean Water Services, federal agencies like the USDA Natural Re-
source Conservation Service and Farm Service Agency, and state funders like the Oregon Watershed En-
hancement Board and the Freshwater Trust. In 2015, these groups will join forces with local conservation 
leaders such as the Tualatin River Watershed Council and Solve to plant a million more trees and shrubs 
along streams. The Tree for All effort combines the existing restoration programs of each of these groups to 
show their collective impact throughout Washington County. With 400,000 plants ready for our 2015 planting 
season, our restoration programs at the District will contribute significantly to that goal. 
 
For more information, please contact Jennifer Nelson, OVE Program Manager, Tualatin Soil and Water Con-
servation District, at tualatinswcd@gmail.com or 503-648-3174x121. More information about our programs 
can be found at www.swcd.net. For frequent updates, join our newsletter or follow us on Facebook or Twitter! 
 
Photo: Progress at one streamside buffer restoration site in Washington County shows how unfavorable conditions 
such as dense invasive species vegetation and very little canopy (before photo, left) can be corrected with work to re-
store a healthy buffer of native plants to shade the stream (after photo, right). 

 
 

Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District 
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Clackamas River Fish Will Have New and Improved Habitat This Fall at the Rock Creek 
Confluence  
 
Clackamas River Basin Council (CRBC) and partners Clackamas County Water Environment Services 
(WES), SOLVE, ODFW and City of Happy Valley are working together to restore in-stream and streamside 
function to Rock Creek, a tributary to the lower Clackamas River. Rock Creek is home to federally-listed 
threatened and endangered Chinook, coho salmon and steelhead, as well as resident cutthroat trout. Habitat 
construction at this confluence site is currently underway, where large wood structures and boulders are be-
ing placed into the creek to increase stream complexity and improve fish habitat. These structures reduce 
bank erosion, and create deep pools and cover for juvenile salmon to hide and rear in before migrating to the 
ocean.  
 
The Rock Creek Confluence project kicked off in 2013, removing over 12 acres of blackberry, ivy and reed 
canary grass from the floodplain site. Native species plantings will occur this fall/winter, after the habitat 
construction is complete, to restore healthy and diverse vegetation to the stream banks above the fish habitat. 
This project is supported with funding from WES, Metro’s 2006 Natural Areas bond measure, OWEB, The 
Nature Conservancy’s PGE Habitat Fund and CRBC’s Shade Our Streams program.   
 
Contact CRBC for more information and to learn about future opportunities to volunteer or tour this restora-
tion site. More info can be found at www.clackamasriver.org. Contact Jenny Dezso, Project Manager,  
Jenny@clackamasriver.org, 503-303-4372. 
 
Photo: Rock Creek Confluence - Large wood structures and boulders have been installed at the confluence of Rock 
Creek and the Clackamas River. This log jam feature will improve habitat for fish that rear and seek refuge in the 
Rock Creek tributary.  

Clackamas River Basin Council 
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Volunteer Mentors 

TCWC has solved the problem of having many small but uncomplicated potential restoration sites and limited 
staff time with a very successful volunteer program. Volunteer “mentors” adopt a site pre-chosen for the pro-
gram and take it through the steps of restoration planning under the guidance of an intense series of Saturday 
classes led by West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District (WMSWCD). At the end of the course, 
volunteers have learned a great deal about invasive and native plant communities, local ecology and habitat 
types, basic hydrology, restoration techniques, and site assessment. They have also met professionals in related 
fields and seen Portland restoration and partnerships in action. TCWC or other site sponsors work with them 
closely to ensure quality of the restoration plan and provide training for follow-up work according to interest.  

After the class is finished, mentors are encouraged continue to help with the project by supporting grant appli-
cations, leading work parties, and monitoring the site after the project is complete.  

This program provides TCWC and local landowners with the ability to give smaller sites a little more individ-
ual attention, and is a fun and resume-building experience for volunteers. In 2014-15, TCWC and WMSWCD 
are hoping to use the power of this program to support job-seekers as a tool to increase diversity in the envi-
ronmental profession. We will be specifically outreaching further to under-served and communities of color to 
recruit mentors interested in taking part in the program. 

Contact Corrina Chase, TCWC Coordinator,  TryonCreekWC@gmail.com, 541-921-7394. Or visit 
tcwc.tryonfriends.org. 
 
Photo: 2012 mentors learn about Tryon Creek area geology while visiting a restoration site in progress. 

Tryon Creek Watershed Council 
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Streamside Stewards Program  
 
The North Clackamas Urban Watershed Council launched in 2011. We have since enrolled 83 sites in the 
Streamside Stewards Program (SSP). The goal of the SSP is to improve on the ground riparian conditions by 
enhancing streamside wildlife habitat and improving water quality, while fostering an ethic of stewardship in 
property owners. Education and empowerment is also part of the SSP. 
 
We recently targeted our SSP members with invitations to our May 21, 2014 “Living with Beavers” presenta-
tion that featured Susan Barnes and Dave Stewart of ODFW. We invited our SSP members to the 2014 
NCUWC Annual Willamette River Tour held on July 19, 2014. Our partner, Lower Columbia Estuary Partner-
ship (LCEP) provided the big canoes. The tour was a great success as the big canoes were filled to capacity, 
the weather was fabulous, and everyone had a great time. We have been distributing SSP yard signs; this has 
proven so popular we had to order more signs! We took this opportunity to redesign the SSP yard signs and we 
are very pleased with the results.  
 
Tricia Sears, Coordinator, tricia@ncuwc.org, phone 503-550-9282, website: ncuwc.org. 
 
Photo: NCUWC Annual Willamette River Tour  

North Clackamas Urban Watershed Council 
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Weed Smackdown  
 
This summer, the Sandy River Basin Watershed Council (SRBWC) has focused its efforts on eradicating Po-
liceman’s Helmet (Impatiens glandulifera), an invasive plant species that has recently infested the Sandy River 
and its tributaries. This emerging invasive is particularly devastating to local riparian biodiversity and is almost 
exclusively found in the Sandy Basin. Policeman’s Helmet is a flowering annual plant that blankets riparian 
and wetland areas, growing up to 10 feet tall and spreading via exploding seedpods that launch waterborne 
seeds up to 15 feet away.  Since this invasive plant is flowering during the summer months, they are easily 
identified, and getting rid of them prior to seed set is a critical activity.  
 
This year, SRBWC has turned its focus to eradication along uppermost populations in the Salmon River, and is 
working with partners from Clackamas County Soil and Water Conservation District, The Nature Conservan-
cy, Project YESS youth crew, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and private landowners. The 
coordinated efforts follow a geographically top-down approach, focusing on landowner outreach and early de-
tection in attempts to prevent the spread of the infestation further down the river system.   
 
For questions, contact Corinne  
Handelman:corinne@sandyriver.org    
503-564-8391, sandyriver.org 
 

Photos: Both photos display before (left) and after (right) Policeman’s Helmet removal.  Native vegetation can regrow in 
the riparian areas where this invasive species has been removed, and removal prevents further infestation downstream.  

Sandy River Watershed Council 


