
Photo Credit: OUTLOOK PHOTO: CARI HACHMANN  Steve Wise shows how water will flow into side
channels when the river rises, providing salmon a place to rest, feed and grow.
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side channels, creating prime habitat for salmon.
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Levy funds park improvements from salmon habitat to nature playgrounds

Several changes are happening
within the 1,100 acres of old
growth forest that make up
Oxbow Regional Park in rural
Gresham.
Much-needed improvements to
the Metro-owned park and
natural areas wouldn’t have been
possible without a five-year local
option levy voters passed in
2013, which provided close to
$10 million per year in funding,
said Kendra Carrillo, lead park
ranger at Oxbow.
Carrillo said Metro’s goal is to
protect, enhance and preserve
the land for future use, and
ensure it remains safe and
accessible to the public.
Top priorities also include
improving habitat for salmon on
the lower Sandy River, bordering
the park.

This summer, in partnership with the Sandy River Basin Watershed
Council, Metro and several other organizations completed the first of five
salmon restoration projects.
The estimated $400,000 project included reopening three side channels
along the river that have become cut off over decades of the river’s shifting
landscape. Floods, mud and human impact can be thanked for the
continuous flux in movement of the glacially-fed river.
As a result, salmon levels dropped off.
Steve Wise, executive director at the Sandy River Basin Watershed Council,
said the goal is to re-create some of that lost habitat to bring salmon back up
to their historic populations and off the endangered species list.
Historically, when the river rises, young fish swim into the Sandy’s side
channels and subsequent pools of water for a place to hide, rest, feed and
grow, Wise said.
Salmon are born in the headwaters of the Sandy, Zig Zag and Salmon rivers and make the long journey to the Pacific
Ocean before returning home as adults.
At Oxbow, engineers built log jams (piles of logs covered in boulders and debris) in different spots along a large stretch
of the river near Camp Collins. The log jams are supposed to imitate the river’s natural formations and continue to
provide fish with prime wild habitat.

http://www.pamplinmedia.com/component/contact/contact/


Photo Credit: OUTLOOK PHOTO: CARI HACHMANN  Oxbows lead park ranger, Kendra Carrillo, stands
at the edge of the park where erosion in 2012 caused the closing of nine campsites. Left exposed in the
sand are tree stumps buried by the last volcanic eruption on Mount Hood in the mid1700s.

Wise said the hope is more salmon will have greater habitat in which to take refuge and spawn during their journey to
the ocean.
New furnishings
Improvements also are being made inside Oxbow park, 3010 S.E. Oxbow Parkway, which is open year-around and
offers 14 miles of hiking trails, camping and river access.
Carrillo said Metro has spent $75,000 on site furnishings. Picnic areas were renovated with new cedar tables, fire pits
and barbecue grills.
Carrillo said shoddy communication has been an issue for Oxbow’s 21 staffers who rely on radios to make up for a lack
of cell phone reception in the dense forest. Using $50,000 of levy funding, a repeater was installed to shift the park
from analog to digital for better coverage.
“This was huge for us, and also for the safety of our visitors,” Carrillo said.
She said the new system speeds up park rangers’ response times in case of emergency.
Adding to the coverage, levy funding also provided for the hiring of a fourth full-time park ranger.
Carrillo discussed several other large projects slated for the coming months, including a new office for staff scheduled
for completion next spring.
Adapting to the Sandy

Anyone who knows the area
knows the Sandy River’s
behavior is a tad unpredictable.
In 1964, glacial melt sent a
violent force of water and debris
up the Sandy that trampled 155
houses upstream, forever
changing the river’s landscape.
Floods in 1996 and 2011 were
also among the major river-
changing events.
As Wise put it, “We are at the
mercy of the river and its
deposits.”
In 2012, Oxbow lost several
hundred feet of campground to
erosion and had to shut down
nine campsites bordering the
river banks. Left exposed in a
steep slope of sand were tree
stumps more than 300 years old,
buried by the last volcanic

eruption on Mount Hood in the mid-1700s.
With levy funding, the sites will be reinstalled along a newly constructed road, Carrillo said.
Oxbow’s campground is the closest to the Portland metropolitan area, and the park’s 57 campsites are regularly full
during the summer. The park also plans to spend $200,000 adding cabins for public use.
Nature’s playground
A $167,500 federal grant through the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department provided Metro with one of the
coolest projects it has planned for Oxbow — a pair of nature-based playgrounds for kids. The “adventure base camps”
built with logs, stones and water will guide children and their families to nature play areas throughout the centuries-
old cedar forest.
“It’s a way to bring kids back to the nature in a controlled environment,” said Carrillo, who has served in the park for
almost 10 years. Inside each camp, kids will find a map and embark on a nature hunt on trails until they reach their
destination. Kids will hike flood plains, spot salmon and beaver, and learn about animal signs and tracking.
Playground construction is expected to begin next fall.
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