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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1  AREA COVERED BY THE SANDY RIVER DELTA PLAN

The Sandy River Delta is located at the western end of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic
Area (NSA), adjacent to the Sandy River. Figure 1 presents the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Geological Survey (USGS) base map of the study area, which is located in Township 1 North,
Range 3 East, Sections 13, 14, 24, and 25; and Township 1 North, Range 4 East, Section 18-20, 29,
and 30.

The Sandy River Delta Plan area encompasses approximately 2,500 acres, including all land and
water areas. The owners or managers of land in the area are shown on Figure 2 and described
below.

The Sandy River Delta, located north of Interstate-84 (I-84) encompasses approximately 1,500
acres and contains two subareas (Sun Dial Island and the Thousand Acres) which are divided by the
original Sandy River channel. The Delta is managed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Forest Service (FS). Gary, Flag and Chatham islands that lie east of the Thousand Acres
subarea, and an unnamed island in the Sandy River west of the Thousand Acres are also a part of
the planning area. Oregon Division of State Lands (DSL) manages all land below the mean high
water line for the Sandy River, the old Sandy River channel, and the Oregon side of the Columbia
River, as well as all lands that have been created by the natural action of these rivers, such as
Chatham Island. METRO manages Gary and Flag islands.

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and Northwest Pipeline Corporation (NWPC) have
easements that cross the site, and the NWPC owns two small parcels (less than one acre each) at
each end of the landing of their pipeline. The U.S. Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers
(ACOE) has a designated dredge disposal site (Site No. 10-122) along the north shore of the Delta.

The planning area also includes land located between I-84 and Broughton Bluff. The triangular
portion of the area that is bordered by I-84, the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) track and the Sandy
River is primarily owned by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT). Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department (OPRD) currently owns two parcels at the west end of the triangle,
including a fenced gravel area that is used for overflow parking for Lewis and Clark State Park.
OPRD manages the property below the mean high water line in the Sandy River, and UPRR owns
the right-of-way along the railroad track.

The area south of the UPRR track is primarily owned by the OPRD and lies within the Lewis and
Clark State Park, which extends south to Broughton Bluff. Other interests in the area include
ODOT right-of-way for Jordan Road and the UPRR right-of-way along the railroad track.



1.2 HISTORY OF PLAN DEVELOPMENT

1.2.1 Authority for the Plan

The Management Plan for the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (NSA Management
Plan) was adopted by the Gorge Commission in October, 1991, with concurrence from the US
Secretary of Agriculture in February, 1992. The Sandy River Delta is in a “Special Management
Area” (SMA) and is designated for recreation and open space uses. Plans to manage the open
space, recreation, and vegetation resources on the Delta are called for in the NSA Management
Plan. The reasons these plans are needed include:

1. An Open Space Plan is required by the NSA Management Plan to set direction for resource
protection, enhancement, and management.

2. Previous agricultural uses and management of the site have removed native (predominantly
riparian forest) vegetation and introduced noxious weeds and invasive, non-native species.
There is a need for a vegetation management strategy consistent with the NSA Management
Plan and the Mediated Agreement on Managing Competing and Unwanted Vegetation to
set direction for future management, including landscape enhancement.

3. The Delta receives substantial informal recreational use, including: hiking, camping,
bicycling, horseback riding, fishing, boating, and hunting. However, there are no facilities
(sanitary, trash, improved trails, fire pits, signage, caretaker, disabled access, etc.) to
manage and support this use. There is a need to develop a management strategy and
facilities to accommodate recreational use of the Delta.

4. The majority of users of the Columbia River Gorge NSA originate from the
Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area. This site is on the main access route to the NSA
from Portland (I-84). The NSA Management Plan identified the need for a gateway facility
that orients and educates visitors about the NSA as they enter the area from the west.

5. Columbia River floodplain habitat has been lost due to development and construction of
dams. The areas that remain have been cleared and degraded by agricultural use. Thereis a
need to protect, enhance, and restore this habitat and the species that depend on it. In
addition, this habitat would provide flood water storage, preventing downstream flood
damage. There is a need to establish guidelines to protect, enhance, and restore the
floodplain habitat.

This Sandy River Delta Plan has been developed to provide direction to owners and managers of
land in the area on implementation of the goals and policies of the NSA Management Plan. It
fulfills the requirements of an Open Space Plan. Goals of the NSA Management Plan's Open
Space, Public Recreation and Recreation Development plans that are applicable to the Sandy River
Delta portion of the NSA are presented below. Implementing policies, standards, and guidelines
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